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New Members 

 
It is always refreshing and challenging for new members to join the church.  We are         
refreshed by the addition of new families to become involved in the life of the church and 
grow as disciples of Jesus Christ.  New members affirm that God still calls folks to come 
and follow.  Adding members helps to affirm the hospitality of the church to be inviting, 
warm, and open to new people.  The relational nature of the church is evident as adults and 
children find small groups where nurture, fellowship, and care are experienced.   New 
friendships are developed as the Holy Spirit nurtures acts of grace and kindness. We       
become aware that as a church we have to become inclusive and move over to make room 
for others in the family. 
 
We, as members, are also challenged as new members join the church because “we renew 
our covenant to faithfully participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, and our service, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ."  (Hymnal page 43) Each time new members join the church we stand with them to 
reaffirm our membership vows.  It is a hopeful sign of life in the church as we commit to a 
new    beginning of faithfulness as we serve God.  When we look beyond ourselves to  
ensure that “in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ” we are saying in 
word and deed that it is not about us but about God! Yes, we are challenged to grow out of 
our comfort zone and work to expand the kingdom of God on earth. 
 
We celebrate the reception of the following families into the church on October 12th. 
 

Brent and Beth Elliott – transferred from Cameron Baptist Church, Cameron, NC 
Elyssa and Matthew - baptized  

 
Charissa and Chad Moore  

Charissa – transferred from Tabernacle UMC, Greensboro 
Chad – transferred from First Baptist Church, Siler City 

Meg, Tucker, and Isabelle – baptized 
 

Bob and Shelly Steele – transferred from St. Marks UMC, Raleigh, NC 
Chandler – (baptized at St. Marks) Preparatory member 

Abigail and Olivia – baptized 
 

“The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you and 
strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you may live in grace and peace." 
(Hymnal page 43) 
 
See you Sunday, 
Mike Sykes 
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Make UMYF A Part of Your Life! ���������                       
 
 

 
Schedule of UMYF events for November and  December 

(Please watch future emails, bulletins and newsletters for more details) 
    
    November 2:  5:00 - 6:00 pm - A Night In Bethlehem practice 
    November 7-9:  PILGRIMAGE IN FAYETTEVILLE  
    November 16:  No UMYF meeting 
    November 23:  3:00 - 5:00 pm - Scavenger Hunt for Food to support  
                                                           the West Chatham Food Pantry 
    November 30:  4:00 pm - Moravian Love Feast:  UMYF will help the Worship  
          Committee with preparations for the service.  UMYF should wear a white top  
          and black pant or skirt. 
    December 7:  "A Night In Bethlehem'  -  Details to be announced 
    December 14:  UMYF Caroling and Party - Details to be announced 

 
Pick up your copy of DEVOzine (a magazine for youth)  

in the Narthex or the UMYF room! 
 

 

KIDS IN CHRIST and Parents In Christ 
 

November 5 & 19 at 6:30 pm 
 

KIDS IN CHRIST will be preparing items for our shut-ins for Christmas. 
 

Parents in Christ will continue the video series entitled,  
"Making Children Mind Without Losing Yours" By Dr. Kevin Leman. 

 
 

GOOD NEWS CHOIR (Children's Choir) Practice Schedule 
The Choir will continue to practice during the Sunday School hour and KIDS IN CHRIST. 
The following are special practice times to prepare for the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

       Mondays, November 17 and 24 - 3:00-4:00 pm 
   Mondays, December 1 and 8 - 3:00-4:00 pm 

Please let Angela know if your child needs transportation from school on these dates. 
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WWJD? 

In other words, what would Jesus do?  

“If Jesus had a friend going through a divorce, 
he'd probably listen to them. If Jesus had a 
friend die, he'd cry, which is what he did when 
Lazarus died. This stuff is simple, but pro-

found," says  Kenneth Haugk, founder of Stephen Ministry. 
"Sometimes in the church and certainly in society, we're not 
very good listeners. We tend to talk too much. We have to 
learn to bite our tongue and listen more.  It takes disci-
pline."  

With 2,180 churches enrolled, the United Methodist Church 
has more churches involved in Stephen Ministry than any 
other denomination--a distinction Reverend Haugk          
attributes to United Methodist-based discipleship            
experiences such as DISCIPLE Bible study and Walk to 
Emmaus.  

I think a lot of United Methodists who become Stephen 
Ministers have participated in these experiences and are 
asking, 'Now what do I do with all this?” Perhaps Stephen 
Ministry is a logical step.  

Some members have shared they are still a bit confused as 
to what Stephen Ministry is all about, and have thought to 
seek the care of a Stephen Minister would label oneself as 
“a mental case” or in need of psychiatric assistance. 

Be assured that our Stephen Ministers are not “mental 
health counselors.” Rather, Stephen Ministry is a ministry 
matching specially trained lay members of a congregation 
with people going through a tough time – tough times that 
we all find ourselves in at one time or another. The care  
receiver meets weekly with the Stephen Minister, who   
provides one-on-one Christian care under an organized 
structure of confidentiality, supervision and accountability. 

The difference between talking to a good friend and      
talking to a Stephen Minister is that a good friend still can 
be judgmental and have a tendency to want to fix things. 
But that is not really what you need during a difficult time. 
You do not need someone to tell you what to do because, in 
your heart, you know. You just need someone to listen and 
to help you remain Christ centered as you work through 
your difficult time. 

If you have questions about our Stephen Ministry here at 
FUMC, please contact me, Reverend Sykes, Angela 
Millsaps or any of your Stephen Ministers (Jo Duckworth,    
Rachel Boone, Baxter Reitzel, Lynda Smith, LaJeanne 
Pierce, Meg Burke).  

Blessings in Christ, Brenda Dunn, Stephen Leader 
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Reaching across the world…. 

 
Church members, Bernie and Sara Sparrow recently 
attended the All African Conference of Military 
Christian Fellowship in Kenya. Bernie was integral 
in supporting the formation of the Regional      
Conference in February 1998. Bernie was serving 
as US attaché to Mozambique and Angola. He and 
Sara helped to establish the Military Christian    
Fellowships in Mozambique and Angola. Below is 
a picture of Bernie and Sara at the Conference this 
year. 

Delegates pictured with Bernie and Sara Sparrow 
Back row from the left: Kenya, Angola, South  
          Africa, Zimbabwe and Ivory Coast. 
Front row from the left:  Comoros, Botswana and     
          Lesotho 
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Malaria -  Still a Killer but, Nothing But Nets Saves 
Lives.  Read more. 

What is the Nothing But Nets campaign? 

Nothing But Nets is a global, grassroots campaign to save 
lives by preventing malaria, a leading killer of children in 
Africa. Sports Illustrated columnist Rick Reilly challenged 
his readers to donate $10 for the purchase of an            
anti-malaria bed net, and thousands of people have joined 
the campaign. The people of The United Methodist 
Church, along with Sports Illustrated, NBA Cares, the 
United Nations Foundation and several other groups, are 
raising funds to purchase bed nets to end malaria. You can 
join the cause and contribute money for bed nets that will 
keep children and families safe. 

Why Should I Get in the Game? 

The children of Africa need you to help stop the spread of 
this disease. There are many different ways to prevent   
malaria. Bed nets, vaccinations, insecticide spraying and 
water treatment are important tools. Purchasing bed nets is 
an easy way for individuals to make a difference in     
combatting this disease. At this time, no consistently       
effective malaria vaccine exists. Plasmodium, the parasite 
that carries the disease, changes rapidly and can become 
drug resistant. With your help, we can slam dunk this    
disease. 

How Do Bed Nets Save Lives? 

Stop malaria from scoring! Send a net. Save a life. Bed 
nets work in two ways: They stop mosquitoes from biting 
during the night and spreading the disease, and the         
insecticide on the net kills mosquitoes when they land     
on it. 

 

Read more about Nothing But Nets at UMC.org. 
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Craig Wood, our stewardship coordinator, has challenged 
us to seek God in our pledge commitment for the coming 
year.  By the time you get this newsletter the Saddlebags 
will be on the way, house to house, so that each of us can 
make a future financial promise to God.  It is a holy        
moment to make such a promise to God.  It is akin to other 
promises we make when we: join the church, get married, 
sign a note for the mortgage, or buy a new car.  Indeed, it 
seems much more indelible, holy, and covenantal, when we 
make promises to God!  
 
So, how does this challenge really work?  The challenge is 
to respond to what God has already done for us through His 
son, Jesus Christ.  God has already given the greatest gift in 
Jesus.  The ball is in our court and the joy of responding to 
that gift is in our hands.  Participate with great joy as you 
pray and respond generously to this year’s Circuit Rider 
Stewardship Campaign. Act with great faith and increase 
your gift for next year!  On Sunday, November 16th, the 
saddlebags will be returned by the Trail Bosses at the 11:00 
worship service and God will be praised for the goodness 
of all God’s blessings.  
  
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow!" 
Mike Sykes 
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—Covenant Towers:  Edna Taylor 
    5001 Little River Road, #109W,   
    Myrtle Beach, SC  29577 
 
—Coventry House:  Joy Hough,   
    Dixie Brown, Rebecca McDaniel, 
    Jack and Maurice Tanner ,  
    Virginia Jeffress (mother of Jane Wrenn) 
    260 Village Lake Road, Siler City 27344 
 
—Greensboro Retirement Center:   
    Sallie Dockery (mother of Brenda Dunn) 
    3301 Garr Place, Greensboro 27406         
 
—Masonic & Eastern Star Home:  
    Perry Marley 
    700 S. Holden Rd., Greensboro, 27407 
 

 
—Pinelake:  Bill Poad  
    Room 508, 810 Pinehurst Ave.,  
    Carthage, NC 28327  
 
—Penick Village: 
    John and Farish Justice 
    PO Box 2001,  Southern Pines, NC 28388 
                                                                           
—Sunbridge:   
    Sarah Husband, Norman Lisk 
    and Tom Smink 
    900 W. Dolphin St., Siler City 27344 
 
—Universal Healthcare:  
    Don Ferguson 
    111 Jordan Rd., Ramseur 27316  
     
   Take time to visit and/or send a card! 
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1 Peggy Wood 

2 Austin Tate 

3 Ronnie White 

5 Beth Wrenn 

6 Anne Caviness 

8 Billy Tanner 

9 Jordan Snipes 

10 Joan Thompson 

      Margie Barker 

11 Jill Hudson 

13 Edith Johnson 

14 Virginia Townsend 

     Ryan Mills Yode 

17 Rachel Brooks 

     Hugh Thornburg 

18 Nancy Burke 

19 Teresa Freeman 

22 June Huddleston 

23 Cecil Stackhouse 

24 Sallie Milholen 

     Michael Andrews 

26 Amy Brewer 

     Charles Stackhouse 

     Justin Poe 

27 Alice Clark 

    Tillie Thornburg  

   
  

 

 Anniversaries 

12 Charles & Robin  

           Stackhouse 
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HOLIDAY PREVIEW  

 
 

     Moravian Love Feast 
     Sunday, November 30  

4:55  pm 
�
�

�

   A Night In Bethlehem 
   Sunday, December 7 
        5:00-7:00 pm 
     See left side panel  
 

 
 
   Good News Choir 
   (Children's Choir) 
 Sing at 11:00 am on 
Sunday, December 14 
 

 
 
   Sanctuary Choir Cantata 
       Sunday, December 21 
                   11:00 am 
 
 "An Evening in December" 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 
Wednesday, December 24 

7:00 pm 
 

Special music by the Sanctuary Choir,  
Good News Choir (children) 

 and Handbell Choir  
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Sunday, December 7, 2008  

 
The Incredible Hands-On Bible-Times Event!   
   

Hear festive music… 
wander through the bakery  

and do fun projects… 
 meet shopkeepers in the marketplace shops… 

encounter a frantic census taker… 
and meet shepherds who cannot wait  

to share a remarkable story! 
 

This ministry is sponsored  
by the Children's Council  

and is for the entire church family. 
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Senior Adult Trip 
To Sanford 

 
Thursday, December 4 

Leave at 11:00 am 
 

We will have lunch at   
Mrs. Lacy's Magnolia Tea Room 

at 12 noon.   
Then we will see the Christmas 
show at the Temple Theater at 
2:00 pm.  Cost for the show is 

$16.00 per person.  
 

Please contact Angela by  
Wednesday, November 16 if you 

would like to travel with the group. 
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Dear FUMC, Thank you for my new Bible.  I love it a lot.  Meg Moore 
 
 

Many thanks to Ken and Karen Marks for the wonderful television set.  We look forward to using it during 
Sunday school and Youth meetings.  FUMC UMYF 
 
 

I would like to thank Rev. Sykes for being with me, Marion and Mary during my back surgery.  I appreciate 
the cards, phone calls, visits, food, and especially the recordings of the services.  I'm looking forward to  
getting back to church , hopefully, it will not be long, God willing.  Love, Jackie Ellis 

Christmas Trees 
 

The United Methodist Men are selling Christmas Trees once again. Proceeds raised from the 
Christmas Tree Sale go to the United Methodist Men's Families in Need Assistance Ministry that  
assists many families throughout the community. Turn the form in  along with cash or a check 
payable to FUMC UMM.   All the trees are Fraser Firs 

from NC farms.      DEADLINE TO ORDER: NOVEMBER 16 
 

The trees will be available for delivery or pick up at the church  
on Friday, November 28 or Saturday, November 29 until 12 noon. 
 

 Thank you for your support of this valuable ministry! 
 

 Name__________________________    Phone______________ Amount enclosed:  ___________ 

5 - 6'   -   $40.00              ____________ 

6 - 7'   -   $50.00              ____________ 
7 - 8'   -   $60.00              ____________ 

8 - 9'   -   $70.00              ____________ 

Wreaths must be preordered 
20" - $18.00 _________    24" - $24.00 
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Please see the enclosed insert for a calendar  
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