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Pastor's Ponderings…. 
LENT - A QUIET LONELY PLACE 

 
“And the Spirit immediately drove Jesus out into the wilderness.”  Mark 1:12 

 
      A few years back, I wanted to take my youth group camping and river rafting in 
the North Carolina mountains.  I called the Western North Carolina Conference for  
references and was told about a little Methodist camp situated right on the New River 
near Glendale Springs, that pretty little town with frescoes painted on the walls of the 
local Episcopal Church.  I’d seen the frescoes and thought, “what a beautiful, quiet 
place to take the kids!” 
      Well it was quiet alright because nobody who’d ever visited the camp ever went 
back!  The floodplain property had been donated to the Methodist Church which was 
operating a rundown camp on a shoestring budget.  The “cabins” turned out to be two 
ramshackle mobile homes propped on the hillside filled with rusty bunk beds!  No 
screens or glass in the “windows”, no running water except for the stream bubbling 
by.  My youth group took one look and decided they’d rather sleep “under the stars.” 
      What a dump!  Don’t you won’t to go? 
      Well, every year when Lent rolls around, I feel like I’m trying to get you to go  
somewhere that, just like that Methodist camp, you’d never “in your right mind”, 
choose to go!  Our call to prayer, fasting and alms-giving feels like an invitation to 
self-imposed misery that seems irrelevant and repulsive to the 21st century  
Christians.  But we participate in Lenten disciplines for the same reasons that Jesus 
went out to the desert following his baptism. 
      The desert Jesus entered was an awesome, forbidding place, looking more like a 
lunar landscape than anything we North Carolinians are used to.  The wilderness is 
hot, dry, and barren of pretty diversions, but the desert is a profoundly spiritual place 
where delusions of self-sufficiency fall away and easy optimism and indifference can 
result in disaster. 
       In the desert, a person can do one of two things - actively, intentionally work to 
live or passively, resignedly choose to die.  No coasting in the desert - routine won’t 
cut it!  Lent shouts at us to wake up from spiritual slumber and get moving in our  
pursuit of heavenly treasure.  Lent will lead us to an Empty Tomb, but first, Lent will 
remind us to be quiet and still, to reflect on how our wealth usually diminishes  
someone else’s, and to learn humility and repentance as a way of life for followers of 
Jesus.  The desert only seems barren - Jesus will meet us there. 
      Join us in preparing for Easter by your commitment to pray, fast, and give gifts to 
the poor.  Our Wednesday evening services will give us an opportunity to hear about 
others’ journeys through the desert toward the Oasis of God’s Love, and to receive 
Holy Communion - Bread for the Journey. 
 
My love to you all, 
Clyde 
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Make UMYF A Part of Your Life! ��
����               

Schedule for February 
February 7:  Souper Bowl of Caring 
UMYF will collect money for the Food 

Pantry during both worship services 
Playing tag football during Sunday School 

Soup Lunch will follow 11:00 worship 
February 14:  No UMYF 

February 21:  Mission Possible at 
Sanford District Lay Rally. 

UMYF will help with this children's event. 
February 27:  Help with Chicken Pie  

Fundraiser 
February 28:  UMYF Meeting 
5:00-6:00 pm  UMYF will begin 
studying about Lent and Easter. 

 

Pick up your copy of DEVOzine  
(a magazine for youth)  

in the Narthex or the UMYF room! 

 

KIDS IN CHRIST  
 

February 7:  Mark and Dawn Murphy, 
leaders  

 

Come join the fun!  There will be games, 
crafts and story! 

 
February 21:  Mission Possible at 

Sanford District Lay Rally 
We hope everyone will plan  

to attend this fun event! 
Time of departure will be  
announced in February. 

See the information on the  
flyer below. 

 
The Children's council will send  
reminders for of these events. 



         
Are You ready for the Lenten Journey? 

 
Originating in the fourth century of the church, the season of Lent spans 40 weekdays.  It begins on 
Ash Wednesday and climaxes during Holy Week with Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday), Good  
Friday, and concluding the Saturday before Easter.  Originally, Lent was the time of preparation for 
those who were to be baptized, a time of concentrated study and prayer before their baptism at the 
Easter Vigil, the celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord early on Easter Sunday.  But since these 
new members were to be received into a living community of Faith, the entire community was called 
to preparation.  Also, this was the time when those who had been separated from the Church would 
prepare to rejoin the community. 
 
Today, Lent is marked by time of prayer and preparation to celebrate Easter.  Since Sundays celebrate 

the resurrection of Jesus, the six Sundays that occur during Lent are not counted as part of the 40 days of Lent, and are 
referred to as the Sundays in Lent.  The number 40 is connected with many biblical events, but especially with the forty 
days Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His ministry by facing the temptations that could lead him to abandon his 
mission and calling.  Christians today use this period of time for introspection, self examination, and repentance.  This 
season of the year is equal only to the Season of Advent in importance in the Christian year, and is part of the second  
major grouping of Christian festivals and sacred time that includes Holy Week, Easter and Pentecost. 
 
Lent has traditionally been marked by penitential prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  Some churches today still observe a 
rigid schedule of fasting on certain days during Lent, especially the giving up of meat, alcohol, sweets, and other types of 
food.  Other traditions do not place as great an emphasis on fasting, but focus on charitable deeds, especially helping 
those in physical need with food and clothing, or simply the giving of money to charities.  Most Christian churches that 
observe Lent at all focus on it as a time of prayer, especially penance, repenting for failures and sin as a way to focus on 
the need for God’s grace. 
 
Lent is really a preparation to celebrate God’s marvelous redemption at Easter, and the resurrected life that we live, and 
hope for, as Christians. 
                                                                          -Dennis Bratcher, Copyright Dennis Bratcher - All Rights Reserved 
                                                                                   2006 CR/Voice, Institute 
 
 

 
Lenten Worship - Following Ash Wednesday on February 17, you are invited to a special Lenten Worship each 

Wednesday night from 7:00 pm to 7:45 pm.  A brief message will be shared by various lay persons from our 
church, followed by Holy Communion (kneeling at the rail).  These services will help us mark our Lenten Journey 

and prepare us to worship more fully on Resurrection Sunday.  Join us for this holy journey. 
 

Make plans now to attend each Lenten Service on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
and 

Palm Sunday, March 28 at 11:00 am  (Choir Cantata) 
Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 pm  (Holy Communion) 

Good Friday, April 2 at 7:00 pm (Tenebrae Service) 
and  

Easter Sunday Celebration of the Resurrection, April 4 at 11:00 am 
Sunrise Service  and Sunday School prior to 11:00 am 

 
(There will be no 8:30 am services on March 28 or April 4) 
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Look What's New In the Library! 
 

The following books have been donated 
to our Church Library in memory of  

Jane Hackney Colquitt: 
 

"Fear Not Tomorrow, God is Already 
There"  by Ruth Graham 

 
"The Magnificent Obsession" 

by Anne Graham Lotz 
 

These books will be in the church office 
for several weeks if you would like to 
check them out.  After that time, you 
may find them in our Church Library. 
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Companions In Christ 

will begin Wednesday, February 17. 
 

The group will meet in the Church  
Library on Wednesdays from 10 am-12 noon. 

 
This 5 week study will be centered on 
the Companions book, Responding to  

Our Call, by Gerrit Scott Dawson.  This 
study invites you to reflect on Christ's call  
in your life and discover anew the gifts that 

God is giving you for living out your  
personal ministry.  

 
If you would like to join this study, 
please contact Angela by February 1 

in order to receive your book 
 for the first session. 
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United Methodist Women 

News 
 

On Sunday, January 17, the UMW of FUMC met for 
the new year.  The following officers were installed for 
2010: 

Jenny Pleasants - President 
Jane Butler - Vice President 

Jane Maness - Secretary 
Louise Adcock - Treasurer 

Marjorie Stackhouse - Chaplain 
 

The group made donations to Methodist Home for 
Children and UMCOR for Haiti Relief.  They will be 
helping with the Chicken Pie Fundraiser in February. 
Their next meeting will be April 18. 
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—Brian Center Health & Rehab:  Rachel Brooks 
    6000 Fayetteville Road, Durham, NC  27713-9754 
 
—Covenant Towers:  Edna Taylor 
    5001 Little River Road, #109W,   
    Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 
     
—Coventry House:   
    260 Village Lake Road, Siler City 27344 
    Dixie Brown, Rebecca McDaniel, Maurice Tanner  
    Marian McManus (mother of Keith  McManus) 
      
—Greensboro Retirement Center:   
    3301 Garr Place, Greensboro 27406    
    Sallie Dockery (mother of Brenda Dunn) 
 
—Laurels of Chatham:   
       72 Chatham Business Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312  
       Doris Hart (sister of Louise Adcock) 

 
 

—Penick Village:  Farish Justice   
    PO Box 2001,  Southern Pines, NC 28388 
    
—Pinelake:  Bill Poad 
    Room 508, 810 Pinehurst Ave., Carthage, 28327  
    
—Siler City Care and Rehab: 
   900 W. Dolphin St. Siler City, 27344 
    Mott Blair, Hugh Thornburg 
    Estelle Gatewood (Evelyn Tidy's mother) 
 

—The Arbor House at Galloway Ridge -   
   300 Clynelish Close, Pittsboro, 27312 
    Zouline Machado 
 
—Universal Healthcare:  Don Ferguson 
    111 Jordan Rd., Ramseur 27316   
     
 
         Take time to visit and/or send a card! 
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1   Cindy Snipes 

3   Kenny Clark 

4 Baxter Reitzel 

     Ashlyn Phillips 

6   Nancy Palmer 

7 Burton Wood 

9 Matthew Elliott 

     Josh Hudson 

     Lisa Yoder 

10  Sara Wrenn 

13 Jay Underwood 

14  Myrtle Stephens 

16  Meagan Snider 

      Ashley Wrenn 

17  Archie Adcock 

19  Anne Frickey 

21 Richard Kirkman 

     Preston Stackhouse 

24  Anna McBee 

25  Shirley Brewer 

      Doug Townsend 

26  Dick Huddleston 

28  Jeff Davis 

      Michael Frickey 

29 Jane Maness 

 

 

 

 

 

  If you would like to be 
sure that the birthdays of 

you and your family     
members are listed each 

month, please email        
Angela at  

amillsaps@fumcsilercity.org. 
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"Craftsmen are distinguished  

by the sharpness of their tools." 
 

If you are planning for a year, sow rice; 
If you are planning for a decade, sow trees; 

If you are planning for a lifetime, educate people. 
Chinese Proverb 

 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,  

a light unto my path.  Psalm 119:105 
 

Since we are in this Christian life for the long-haul, it will 
pay ourselves to "sharpen our tools", to plan and plant for  
a lifetime.  God's Word is a light for our path, and since we 
all need more light, let's read the Bible together.  We won't 
be perfect, but we will be better than last year if we will 
grow together in knowledge of Holy Scripture.  Join us in 
the daily exercise of scripture reading. 
 

February Bible Reading 
       
 1: Exodus 27-28; Matthew 21:23-48 
 2: Exodus 29-30; Matthew 22:1-22 
 3: Exodus 31-33; Matthew 22:23-46 
 4: Exodus 34-36; Matthew 23:1-22 
 5: Exodus 37-38; Matthew 23:23-39 
 6: Exodus 39-40; Matthew 24:1-22 
 7: Leviticus 1-3; Matthew 24:23-51 
 8: Leviticus 4-6; Matthew 25:1-30 
 9: Leviticus 7-9; Matthew 25:31-46 
 10: Leviticus 10-12; Matthew 26:1-19 
 11: Leviticus 13; Matthew 26:20-54 
 12: Leviticus 14; Matthew 26:55-75 
 13: Leviticus 15-17; Matthew 27:1-31 
 14: Leviticus 18-19; Matthew 27:32-66 
 15: Leviticus 20-21; Matthew 28:1-20 
 16: Leviticus 22-23; Mark 1:1-22 
 17: Leviticus 24-25; Mark 1:23-45 
 18: Leviticus 26-27; Mark 2 
 19: Numbers 1-2; Mark 3:1-21 
 20: Numbers 3-4; Mark 3:22-35 
 21: Numbers 5-6; Mark 4:1-20 
 22: Numbers 7; Mark 4:21-41 
 23: Numbers 8-10; Mark 5:1-20 
 24: Numbers 11-13; Mark 5:21-43 
 25: Numbers 14-15; Mark 6:1-32 
 26: Numbers 16-17; Mark 6:33-56 
 27: Numbers 18-20; Mark 7:1-13  
 28: Numbers 21-25; Mark 7:14-37 
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Military Families Away 

From Home 
 

    *Bob Steele in Iraq  
   CPT R.A 

Steele,  
HHC, 1-252 CAB,   
FOB FALCON,  
APO AE 09361 

 
*2nd LT Sydney Farrar, USMC 

("Chip")    
(grandson of Marion Wren) 

1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment  
Marine Air Ground Task Force 

Training Command  
Twentynine Palms, CA 
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To Mr. Ronnie Boone and Mission Team, Thank you so much for the beautiful deck that you built for my 
mother.  I pray that God continually strengthens you to be a blessing to others.  Sincerely, The Beulah Brewer 
Family  (contribution to the church accompanied this note.) 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  The residents of Siler City Care and Rehabilitation would like to 
thank each and everyone of you for coming to our home to share the Lord's word.  You have given of your  
talents all year long and we are always happy to see your shining faces.  Thank you again for everything.  
God bless you and keep you.  We love you, Residents of Siler City Care and Rehabilitation. 
 
Dear Members, We are so thankful for you and your support of our school.  Many children were able to start 
the school year better prepared due to the supplies that you generously donated to Siler City Elementary 
School (SCE).  Our parents were also grateful for your assistance.  Many of our parents remain unemployed 
or have had their hours reduced at their jobs.  We had a record number of families (over 300 at SCE and  
Virginia Cross!) apply for assistance with Christmas through the Salvation Army.  The Church's emergency 
assistance funds help many of our students and their families in time of crisis, such as eviction or loss of  
electrical service to their homes.  We know that everyone's budgets are strained yet with your generosity, the 
neediest among us can get help.  Thank you for partnering with us and for all that you do in supporting the 
children and their families.  Sincerely, Sally Scholle, Social Worker 
 
To our Church Family, thank you for your cards, prayers,  and donations at the death of my aunt, Lynne 
Adamson.  Our church family is such a blessing—one we will always cherish.  Love in Christ, Sallie and Bill 
Milholen 
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Please see the enclosed insert for a calendar  
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