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Pastor’s Ponderings…. 
First Neighbors 

 

But wanting to justify himself, the lawyer asked Jesus, “And who is my  
neighbor?”….And Jesus said to him, “Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”  He said, “The one  

who showed himmercy.”  Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10:29-37 
 

One of the most important things Jesus, the Son of God, does for me is to save me from  
myself.  That is, Jesus is absolutely committed to keeping me from drowning in “self”.  My 
tendency and preference is to narrow my attention and energy toward just what I think I need 
or want.  Left to ourselves, we will devolve in pursuit of our private interests and futile, lonely 
self-preservation. 
 

But God made us for more than self.  By the birth, self-sacrificing life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus, God has begun the process of lifting us out of ourselves and connecting us with God 
and others.  We were created to experience and share love for God and neighbor (which by 
Jesus’ definition includes all people.) 
 

The young lawyer in Luke 10 wanted to delineate the differences between neighbor, stranger, 
and acquaintance.  Jesus would have none of it!  “Neighbor” equals anyone and everyone you 
can get to, touch, contact or imagine.  In loving and forgiving even those who crucified him, 
our Lord has charged us with relentless love.  He has undone the ancient failure of Cain, who 
argued with God, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” “Yes”, declares the Risen Lord, “you are your 
brother’s keeper!”  DNA and blood ties not-withstanding, I am related to you and you to me.  
We are just as related to any stranger as to our favorite aunt or twin brother; just as connected 
to “foreigner” as to our “bestest friend”.  Taking the young lawyer’s approach will surely  
isolate us even from our favorites and from the One who loves us most.  But yielding to a  
larger love than we might prefer will save us from ourselves and reveal to us the person God 
really made us to be. 
 

So, “First Neighbors”, every Sunday morning be a neighbor to those around you.  Make sure 
you speak to the folks all around, not just immediately beside you.  Learn the names of  
everyone in the two pews in front of you and behind you.  Introduce yourself over and over 
until you “know” them and they “know” you; stranger, visitor, younger, older, everyone!  
And, drawing on the human tendency to habitually sit in the same spot, when one of your 
“neighbors” is absent, give them a call.  If they miss two Sundays, take them a pie.  It they  
still don’t return, invite them to be your guest for Sunday lunch.  Pick them up and drag them 
back!  Relentless Love!  That is the love shown by the Good Samaritan toward a victimized 
stranger, by Jesus who wouldn’t tolerate a tombstone separating Him from you, and that is the 
love that can save us from ourselves.  If we make it into heaven, that is the kind of people we 
will find there and that is the kind of person we will have become. 
 
My love to you all, my neighbors, Clyde  
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Make UMYF A Part of Your Life! ��

��              
The Church Family is invited to join the UMYF  

for these events: 
 

Thursday, July 8 (evening):  Cookout and Fishing 
This will be a fun evening for our church family.  The 
evening will begin at 6:30 pm.  Place to be announced.  

Bring a lawn chair, towel and fishing gear. 
 

Thursday, July 15 (day and evening):   
Chatham County Day and Pool Party 

We will be visiting some of our Chatham County  
attractions and historical places.  Time of departure 
and exact locations will be decided when we know 
how many people are interested.  We will probably 

begin the day between 9 and 10 am.  That evening we 
will have a Pool and Pizza Party at the Siler City 

Country Club from 7-9 pm.  You may participate in 
one or both parts of the day. 

 
If you are interested in one or both of these events, 
please contact Angela no later than July 1 so that 

plans for each event can be firmed up.  Food 
preparation and reservations depend on number 

participating. 
 

Looking Ahead: 
July 18-22:  Vacation Bible School 

July 29 (day):  Canoe Trip 
August 5 (evening):  Sword of Peace 

August 8 (evening):  Big Event at Sapling 
Ridge UMC 

August 12 (day):  Wet n’ Wild in Greensboro 
August 19 (evening):  Morehead Planetarium 

August 26 (evening):  Musical “The Wiz” 
at the Sword of Peace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday School 
The Children and Youth Sunday School Classes  
are making Chrismons for our Chrismon Tree. 
We hope that all will participate in this exciting 

project.  Each person will make 5 Chrismons during 
the summer.  At the end of the summer, they will 
choose their favorite to keep and the rest will be 
used on the Chrismon Tree and in other places in  
the church.  If you are an adult and would like to  
assist, please meet us on Sunday mornings at 9:45  
in the Children’s wing.  Extra hands are needed. 

 
 
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 
July 18-23, 2010 

 
High Seas  

Expedition:   
Exploring God’s 

Mighty Love! 
 

Kids go on a vast voyage through God’s Word as 
they participate in memorable Bible-learning  

activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork building 
games, dig into yummy treats, experience  

electrifying Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory 
Buddies to remind them of God’s Word, and create 

Bible Point crafts they’ll take home and play with all 
summer long. Plus, kids will learn to look for  

evidence of God all around them through something 
called God Sightings.  

 
If you would like to volunteer to help with VBS, 
please contact Beth Elliott, Children’s Council 

chairperson or Angela. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
Saturday, August 14 from 9 am to 1 pm 
Sponsored by First United Methodist 

 
Our Events Planning Committee is sponsoring this 

church wide community service event.  Plans are still 
in the beginning process but our intention is to have a 

“Back to School” event for the community.   
 

Some of the planned activities include: 
 

Games, food and entertainment 
 

Health and Resource Fair including 
Vision Screening 

Nutrition/Healthy Lifestyles 
Dental Care 

Health Care and First Aid 
Fire Safety 
Ident-a-Kid 

Car Seat Safety 
Child Care/After school Care 

Homework Help/Tutoring 
Scouts and more…. 

 
There will be a Clothing and School Supply 
Swap.  If you have clothing for children and 
adults that your family has outgrown, please 

bring them to the church for this activity.   
People will be able to receive and/or swap  

clothing on the day of this event.  Gently used 
book bags, lunch boxes and other school  

supplies will be included in the swap. 
 

If you or your ministry area would like to be  
involved in this event, please talk with Joan 

Thompson or Angela.  Monetary donations are  
also welcome to help cover expenses. 

 
 

Watch the bulletin and future newsletters for  
more details as this event blossoms. 
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Welcome New Members! 

(left to right) 
 

Elise Crocker 
David Brewer 
Elyssa Elliott 

Caleb Graham 
Lily Graham 

Jennings Milholen 
 

They joined the church on May 23, 2010. 
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Dear Church Family, Thanks for the Teen Bible  
and Cross necklace.  I appreciate the kindness  

and support during my confirmation.    
Love, David Brewer 

 
 

We would like to thank our church family for their love 
shown to us through the many cards, flowers, food, visits  
and prayers.  Thank you to Reverend Denny for his visits 
to our homes, his prayers and his part in David’s service.   

In Christian love, The David Wrenn Family  
Willis and Sara;  

Mary Pat, Ashley & Matthew, Sara & Charles & Daniel;  
Robert and Jane;  
Neil and Vivian 

 
 

Dear Church Family,  I would like to thank you  
very much for my Arch Card.  It gave me the perfect  
study breaks during exam time, and I am still using it  

 for a quick coffee here and there now that I am in 
 summer school.  Love you very much and hope to see  

you when I finish first session.   
Sincerely, Ashley Wood 
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Leigh Denny travels with this choral 
group.  This will be one of their last 

concerts.  They are disbanding in the 
Fall.  Join us for this special ministry 

of music. 
����




���2�5���
��#����2��-����&��!����!(������#�

����������� ������##��-���

�
������!������)����
#�'&�##�����)�
��)��&!�����)���
��6��&����7#�
�##����)�����
��##��-����#�

�����8����)����#�
&����9��

:��!#���������!��
�������#0!(��

��&��!����#�!���
������#�������

(�5���!#�&!���
�)�����(���(��
&���#����#�!#�
0�##�'����!���

������-�%����'��!��
������#(��������)�
������##��-���

��!))9  

 

     
—Coventry House:   
    260 Village Lake Road, Siler City 27344 
    Dixie Brown, Rebecca McDaniel 
    Marian McManus (mother of Keith  McManus) 
    Mott Blair, Maurice Tanner 
       
—Greensboro Retirement Center:   
    3301 Garr Place, Greensboro 27406    
    Sallie Dockery (mother of Brenda Dunn) 
 
—Laurels of Chatham:   
   72 Chatham Business Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312  
   Doris Hart (sister of Louise Adcock) 

 
—Penick Village:   
    PO Box 2001,  Southern Pines, NC 28388 
    Farish Justice   
 
 
 

    
—Pinelake Health and Rehabilitation:   
    Room 508, 810 Pinehurst Ave., Carthage, 28327  
    Bill Poad    
 
—Siler City Care and Rehab: 
    900 W. Dolphin St. Siler City, 27344 
    Estelle Gatewood (Evelyn Tidy's mother) 
    Dr. Lois Willett Crider 
 

—The Arbor House at Galloway Ridge: 
   300 Clynelish Close, Pittsboro, 27312 
   Zouline Machado 
 
—Universal Healthcare:   
    111 Jordan Rd., Ramseur 27316   
    Don Ferguson 
 
 
         Take time to visit and/or send a card! 
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1 Rick Fields 

2 Leigh Ann Cardman 

3 Joel Denny 

5    Auman Daye 

6    Parker Murphy 

9    Bill Brooks 

10 Aaron Denny 

11 Mary John Resch 

      Katie Coleman 

12 Carly Outland 

      Maxine Brady 

      Dan Marley 

13 Ronnie Boone 

      Andra Burgess Burks 

 

14 Evelyn Tidy 

      Tim Davidson 

      Ingrid Britson Dunstan 

15 Tony Davis 

16 Dennis Sawyer 

      Maurice Tanner 

      Clint Burgess 

20 Shelly Steele 

      Tommy Edwards 

21 George Andrews 

22 Marjorie Stackhouse 

      Amy Fannon 

23 Emily Tidy 

      Ron Dameron 

 

24 Ben Moody 

      Mindy Snider 

25 Kara Davidson Dawson 

29 Don Ferguson 

      Hal Kenneth Clark 

      Don Beane, Jr. 

30 Amanda Underwood 

      Robert White, Sr. 

 

  If you would like to be sure 
that the birthdays of you and 

your family members are listed 
each month, please email        

Angela at  

amillsaps@fumcsilercity.org. 
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"Craftsmen are distinguished  

by the sharpness of their tools." 
 

If you are planning for a year, sow rice; 
If you are planning for a decade, sow trees; 

If you are planning for a lifetime, educate people. 
Chinese Proverb 

 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,  

a light unto my path.  Psalm 119:105 
 

Since we are in this Christian life for the long-haul, it will 
pay ourselves to "sharpen our tools", to plan and plant for  
a lifetime.  God's Word is a light for our path, and since we 
all need more light, let's read the Bible together.  We won't 
be perfect, but we will be better than last year if we will 
grow together in knowledge of Holy Scripture.  Join us in 
the daily exercise of scripture reading. 
      

July Bible Readings 
 

     1: Job 21-22; Acts 10:1-23 
     2: Job 23-25; Acts 10:24-48 
     3: Job 26-28; Acts 11 
     4: Job 29-30; Acts 12 
     5: Job 31-32; Acts 13:1-23 
     6: Job 33-34; Acts 13:24-52 
    7: Job 35-37; Acts 14 
     8: Job 38-39; Acts 15:1-21 
     9: Job 40-42; Acts 15:22-41 
 10: Psalms 1-3; Acts 16:1-15 
 11: Psalms 4-6; Acts 16:16-40 
 12: Psalms 7-9; Acts 17:1-15 
 13: Psalms 10-12; Acts 17:16-34 
 14: Psalms 13-16; Acts 18 
 15: Psalms 17-18; Acts 19:1-20 
 16: Psalms 19-21; Acts 19:21-41 
 17: Psalms 22-24; Acts 20:1-16 
 18: Psalms 25-27; Acts 20:17-38 
 19: Psalms 28-30; Acts 21:1-14 
 20: Psalms 31-33; Acts 21:15-40 
 21: Psalms 34-35; Acts 22 
 22: Psalms 36-37; Acts 23:1-11 
 23: Psalms 38-40; Acts 23:12-35 
 24: Psalms 41-43; Acts 24  
 25: Psalms 44-46; Acts 25 
 26: Psalms 47-49; Acts 26 
 27: Psalms 50-52; Acts 27:1-25 
 28: Psalms 53-55; Acts 27:26-44 
 29: Psalms 56-58; Acts 28:1-15 
 30: Psalms59-61; Acts 28:16-31 
 31: Psalms 62-64; Romans 1 
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Military Away From Home 
 

  *Chip Farrar, USMC (grandson of Marion Wren) 
Deploying mid-July for 6 months on USS Harper’s Ferry  

in the Pacific 
1ST LT SYDNEY FARRAR 

1/7 B CO WPNS PLT 
UNIT 41525 

FPO AP 96609-1525  
 

*Doug Sparrow—Airborne School 
 

*Raelynn Freeman (in August) 
Basic Training, Fort Sill in Lawton, Oklahoma 
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Report from Annual Conference….. 
 The 2010 North Carolina Annual Conference was held in Greenville, NC, June 10-12.  As Annual Conference  
delegates, Richard and Diane Kirkman attended as well as Reverend Denny.  This year’s theme was “A Future With Hope, 
Living For Jesus”.  The conference was reduced to two and a half days.  In an effort to save money and be more “green”,  
attendees were asked to review information online before attending to be familiar with resolutions and other pertinent  
directions.  This allowed a savings of about $30,00 in conference printing expenses. 
 There were several service projects available for attendees including:  packaging dehydrated food for foreign  
shipment, painting and kitchen demolition at the Wesley Foundation, and construction of handicap ramps in a couple  
of Greenville locations. 
 There were seven resolutions offered, with three passing. The first was a statement condemning human trafficking.  
The second statement supported inclusiveness and the third statement encouraged comprehensive immigration reform.  
Statements one and three were to be sent from the United Methodist Church to appropriate government entities.  All  
resolutions are available to read online at www.nccumc.org.    
 The budget for 2012 reflects a 3% increase over 2011, with the largest item concerning the status of the retiree  
pension liability (representing 13% of the overall budget) and retiree health insurance.  Statistics demonstrated that over 
the last 25 years, membership in the United Methodist church is down 20% while there are 2 1/2 times as many retirees 
during the same period.  It was reported that 85% of congregations are meeting apportionments.  Recommendations for 
fulltime minimum pastor and student pastor salaries are to remain at 2010 levels.  Superintendent salaries are to increase  
as per a formula established several years ago.  There was considerable discussion on the matter, with an amendment  
offered to hold these salaries at present levels but this was narrowly defeated 
 The new Conference Building is ready for occupancy.  Located in Garner, the building was funded by the sale  
of other property owned by the Conference. 
 Speakers included Richard Hays, internationally recognized scholar on the letters of Paul and New Testament  
ethics.  He is the incoming dean at Duke Divinity School.  Tom Morris, philosopher and graduate of UNC and Yale who 
taught religious studies at Notre Dame for 15 years, entitled his lecture “True Success in Times of Change”.  He is an  
excellent speaker and presently chairs the Morris Institute for Human Values.  Dr. Morris is a member of a United  
Methodist Church in Wrightsville Beach.  Bishop Gwinn gave an impassioned sermon to the conference as well.  His  
sermon is available online.  We were also privileged to hear the African Children’s Choir perform.  They were a very 
lively group. 
 Several Laity ministries were recognized including the Sanford District’s School Store which makes school  
supplies available in our own community.  Our district was also recognized for supporting the local National Guard unit  
by sending care boxes.  Other congregations support community kitchens, prison ministries, make blankets for terminally 
ill patients and do home repairs.  Many things are going on in all communities. 
 The eight institutions of the North Carolina Conference were recognized and their foci were highlighted.  These  
include Methodist Home for Children, the Conference Camps and Retreats, Louisburg College, NC Wesleyan, Methodist 
University, the Methodist Foundation, and the Conference Retirement Homes.  
 Annual Conference will be moved to Raleigh for the next two years and will be held a week later to accommodate 
schedules.  The dates for 2011 are June 15 through 18.  Everyone is invited to attend as a visitor for a day. 

—Submitted by Richard and Diane Kirkman 
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Please see the enclosed calendar insert.  
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