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Pastor’s Ponderings…. 
 

The Redeemer 
 

“We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, 
who are called according to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28 

 
 A few years back, I was given (“yes given”) a trip to Hawaii to escort my 
wife’s grandmother to visit other relatives there on the island.  We had a wonderful 
trip.  We stayed ten days and saw much of the island, including Pearl Harbor, the rain 
forests in the mountains, and the beautiful North Shore.  The North Shore is known for 
its 40 foot waves and the place of origin for surfing back in the 1960’s.  One of the 
other notable places that we visited on the island was the Dole Pineapple Plantation, 
where a tremendous proportion of the world’s pineapple crop is grown.  Dole and  
several other companies grow hundreds of acres of pineapples on the island.  A  
pineapple is notable in that every plant is planted by hand.  It takes twenty months for 
the first fruit to bear and another twelve months for the second pineapple.  Then  
sometimes the plant will produce a third fruit, but not always.  So, it takes three years 
for the plant to produce three pineapples and all the work is done by hand.  At this 
rate, it’s amazing that pineapples don’t cost ten dollars a pound? 
 One of the most interesting things we learned is that the Hawaiian Islands are 
all old volcanic islands.  The soil of the islands is decaying volcanic lava, rich in iron, 
and a deep reddish brown color because of the high iron content.  This reddish soil is 
not particularly good for growing most crops. In the mid-1800’s, James Dole, visiting 
the island, wondered if the soil could be productive for agriculture and experimented 
with a number of different plants.  He discovered that almost none of them would 
grow well, except for the pineapple.  He is credited with turning the barren plains in 
the middle of Oahu into a vast pineapple plantation that brought wealth to the natives 
of Hawaii. Hawaiians had, until that time, been forced to live off the land.  Mr. Dole’s 
discovery and his experimentation grew into a vast cultural production that now serves 
much of the world. 
 Isn’t that just like God and His work as a Redeemer in our lives?  God  
possesses the unique ability to “redeem” experiences and difficulties that seem  
unusable and insignificant, even destructive.  God has a wonderful way of taking the 
mess, the infertile aspects of our lives, and producing wonderful fruit of the spirit, 
from what might have been thought useless, or worthy of condemnation.  Love, joy, 
peace, self-control, patience, kindness - these fruits that Paul mentioned in Galatians 5, 
are the results of God’s work in our lives, when we offer ourselves and “our mess” to 
God the Redeemer. 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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Make UMYF A Part of Your Life! ��

��              
Summer Schedule 

The following events were planned at our 
May 16th UMYF meeting.  Details can be 
found in each month’s UMYF News and 
weekly church bulletins.  Church family, 
please note that you are invited to join us  
for any of these events.  If you have any  

questions, please call Angela. 
 

June 17 (day event):  Asheboro Zoo 
June 24 (evening):  Greensboro Grasshoppers 

June 24-26 (day):  Faith Works Mission  
Project in Siler City 

July 1 (day):  Hiking at Hanging Rock 
July 8 (evening):  Cookout and Fishing 

July 15 (day):  Chatham County day 
and evening Pool Party 

July 18-22:  Vacation Bible School 
July 29 (day):  Canoe Trip 

August 5 (evening):  Sword of Peace 
August 8 (evening):  Big Event at Sapling 

Ridge UMC 
August 12 (day):  Wet n’ Wild in Greensboro 
August 19 (evening):  Morehead Planetarium 

August 26 (evening):  Musical “The Wiz” 
at the Sword of Peace 

 

Pick up your copy of DEVOzine  
(a magazine for youth)  

in the Narthex or the UMYF room! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Camp Opportunities 
Our conference has three wonderful camps 
with schedules full of summer opportunities 
for children. Our conference camps are 
Camp Don Lee in Arapahoe; Camp Chestnut 
Ridge in Efland; and Camp Rockfish in 
Parkton.  For more information about our 
conference camps, go to ncumcamps.org or  
contact Angela.   

 
 
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 
July 18-23, 2010 

 
High Seas  

Expedition:   
Exploring God’s 

Mighty Love! 
 

Kids go on a vast voyage through God’s Word as 
they participate in memorable Bible-learning  

activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork building 
games, dig into yummy treats, experience  

electrifying Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory 
Buddies to remind them of God’s Word, and create 

Bible Point crafts they’ll take home and play with all 
summer long. Plus, kids will learn to look for  

evidence of God all around them through something 
called God Sightings.  

 
If you would like to volunteer to help with VBS, 
please contact Beth Elliott, Children’s Council 

chairperson or Angela. 



  
 
 
 
 
Saturday, August 14 from 9 am to 1 pm 
Sponsored by First United Methodist 

 
Our Events Planning Committee is sponsoring this 

church wide community service event.  Plans are still 
in the beginning process but our intention is to have a 

“Back to School” event for the community.   
 

Some of the planned activities include: 
 

Games, food and entertainment 
 

Health and Resource Fair including 
Vision Screening 

Dental Care 
Health Care and First Aid 

Fire Safety 
Ident-a-Kid 

Car Seat Safety 
Child Care/After school Care 

Homework Help/Tutoring 
Scouts and more…. 

 
There will be a Clothing and School Supply 
Swap.  If you have clothing for children and 
adults that your family has outgrown, please 

bring them to the church for this activity.   
People will be able to receive and/or swap  

clothing on the day of this event.  Gently used 
book bags, lunch boxes and other school  

supplies will be included in the swap. 
 

If you or your ministry area would like to be involved 
in this event, please talk with Joan 

Thompson or Angela.  Monetary donations are also 
welcome to help cover expenses. 

 
 

Watch the bulletin and future newsletters for  
more details as this event blossoms. 
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One of the best Church signs ever! 

In all seriousness, we hope that you will make 
room for God in your summer plans.   

Our schedule will be the same for the summer: 
 

8:30 am - Worship with Holy Communion 
9:45 am - Sunday School 
Sunday School nursery 

Our children and youth will be making 
Chrismons and learning about the history 

and symbolism of the Chrismons. 
Adult Sunday School Classes 

11:00 am - Worship 
 

Invite a neighbor and join us! 

Coming June 24-26…. 
 

FAITH  
WORKS 

 
Summer Mission Project 

 
“…for without works,  

faith is dead.” 
James 2:17 



Pastor’s Ponderings continued from page 1…. 
 
 The Resurrection of Jesus from the dead, means that God can take even a terrible situation and bring 
good out of it.  So Paul was right when he wrote the Romans.  God is at work and has the ability to make 
everything work together for good, for those who love Him, and who are called to live according to His 
purpose. 
 I found this to be true in my life and I know it can be true for you as well.  Is there any part of your 
life that seems unredeemable or cursed and useless?  Perhaps Jesus is simply waiting for us to offer that  
barren land to Him, to see what the Holy Spirit might do with it.  Offer it to the Lord today, and see what 
good might come.  He promised good fruit that will bless many from your gift. 
 

Love to you all, 
Clyde 
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First United Methodist Church, Thank you so much for allowing us to use your fellowship hall to have our AP Spanish Language Exam on  
Tuesday, May 4.  It was great to be in a place free of bells and other school day interruption.  We appreciate the support and generosity of our 

local community!  Thanks again!  Autumn Lemons, Testing Coordinator at Jordan Matthews High School 
Norma E. Boone, Principal at Jordan Matthews High School  

 
 

Thank you for your gift of $5,040.95 through The Advance, the designated giving channel of The United Methodist Church. 
Because of your support, UMCOR is able to address not only immediate needs, but also the long-term recovery of those whose lives 

have been shattered.  Your contribution is helping UMCOR to be in Haiti for as long as it takes to understand the people’s needs, and 
work to create a sustainable integrated infrastructure and address the psychological impact to a traumatized nation.  Thank you for being 
there...for being hope...in Haiti.  As UMCOR prepares to aid the Haitian people in their long-term recovery, we are grateful that you will  

be our partner in rebuilding homes, lives and families.  Your generosity offers a spirit of hope in the midst of devastation. 
Grace and Peace, Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer, UMCOR and Shawn Bakker, Associate General Secretary, The Advance 

 
 

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers from the worship service a few weeks ago!  I am very positive  about all of this and need 
all of your prayers and “positive energy”.  I miss coming to church but I need to wait a little while to get my energy back up. 

Hope to see all of you soon.  Have a blessed day.  Sandy Kline and family 
 
 

Dear Church Family, I just wanted to send a small thank you for the gift card, your prayers, and all of your kindness.  The gift card was put to 
good use during the cram hours before exams.  It was a good break and time to relax for a few minutes.  Thank you again for everything.  May 

God continue to bless each one of you.  Love, Jennifer Dameron 
 

Dear Church Family, I just want to thank you all for your thoughts and prayers during exam time, all is made easier with the love and support  
of family and friends.  Also thank you for the yummy McDonald’s gift card.  It was very much appreciated. Thanks again, Love, Ali Dameron 

 
Dear Members of FUMC, On behalf of the members of Faith Baptist Church, we would like to thank you for your outpouring of hospitality to  
the Wrenn family following the passing of Mr. David Wrenn.  Our church family is thankful to you for the many people in your congregation  

that gave of their time, talents, and gifts of food and other needed items.  Your examples of giving are too numerous to mention.  We can’t begin  
to express to you our heartfelt gratitude.  May the Lord bless you as you seek to follow Him in your community. 

Gary E. Moger, Pastor, Faith Baptist Church, Ramseur, NC 
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—Coventry House:   
    260 Village Lake Road, Siler City 27344 
    Dixie Brown, Rebecca McDaniel 
    Marian McManus (mother of Keith  McManus) 
    Mott Blair, Maurice Tanner 
       
—Greensboro Retirement Center:   
    3301 Garr Place, Greensboro 27406    
    Sallie Dockery (mother of Brenda Dunn) 
 
—Laurels of Chatham:   
   72 Chatham Business Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312  
   Doris Hart (sister of Louise Adcock) 

 
—Penick Village:   
    PO Box 2001,  Southern Pines, NC 28388 
    Farish Justice   
 
 
 

    
—Pinelake Health and Rehabilitation:   
    Room 508, 810 Pinehurst Ave., Carthage, 28327  
    Bill Poad    
 
—Siler City Care and Rehab: 
    900 W. Dolphin St. Siler City, 27344 
    Estelle Gatewood (Evelyn Tidy's mother) 
    Dr. Lois Willett Crider 
 

—The Arbor House at Galloway Ridge: 
   300 Clynelish Close, Pittsboro, 27312 
   Zouline Machado 
 
—Universal Healthcare:   
    111 Jordan Rd., Ramseur 27316   
    Don Ferguson 
 
 
         Take time to visit and/or send a card! 
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1 Brooke Siemering 

      Eileen Williams 

2    Jimmy Joyner 

4    Allison Hughes 

5 Chandler Steele 

      Diane Tilley 

      Kara Williams 

6    Cindy Hughes 

      Brantley Smith 

      Christopher Hughes 

      Ernest Milholen 

      Jackson Councilman 

8 Richard Harris 

9 Ruby Holt 

      Cathy Snipes 

      Doug Deaton 

      Diane Armstrong 

10 Travis Owen 

11 Steve Crotts 

12 Murphy Milholen 

      Nick Cook 

      Joe Williams 

13 John McSween 

      Kendall Mitchell 

14 Sidney Milholen 

      Jane Farmer 

      Sutton Fannon 

18 Fred Poston 

      Ashley Brewer 

      Maria Tanner 

20 Jeff Justice 

24  Margaret Currie 

27 Ida Smith 

      Chuck Crotts 

28 Mott Blair 

      Sheri Milholen        

Anniversaries 

1 Bob & Marie Phillips 

2 Mott & Jane Blair 

7 Rod & Evelyn Tidy 

9 Jeff & Cathy Snipes 

13 Ernest & Sheri Milholen 

23 Sandy & Jeanne Pierce 

24 Travis & Margaret Owen 

24   Sandy & Lisa Morse 
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"Craftsmen are distinguished  

by the sharpness of their tools." 
 

If you are planning for a year, sow rice; 
If you are planning for a decade, sow trees; 

If you are planning for a lifetime, educate people. 
Chinese Proverb 

 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,  

a light unto my path.  Psalm 119:105 
 

Since we are in this Christian life for the long-haul, it will 
pay ourselves to "sharpen our tools", to plan and plant for  
a lifetime.  God's Word is a light for our path, and since we 
all need more light, let's read the Bible together.  We won't 
be perfect, but we will be better than last year if we will 
grow together in knowledge of Holy Scripture.  Join us in 
the daily exercise of scripture reading. 
      

June Bible Readings 
 

     1: II Chronicles 4-6; John 12:20-50 
     2: II Chronicles 7-9; John 13:1-17 
     3: II Chronicles 10-12; John 13:18-36 
     4: II Chronicles 13-16; John 14 
     5: II Chronicles 17-19; John 15 
     6: II Chronicles 20-22;John 16:1-15 
    7: II Chronicles 23-25; John 16:16-33 
     8: II Chronicles 26-28; John 17 
     9: II Chronicles 29-31; John 18:1-23 
 10: II Chronicles 32-33; John 18:24-40 
 11: II Chronicles 24-26; John 19:1-22 
 12: Ezra 1-2; John 19:23-42 
 13: Ezra 3-5; John 20 
 14: Ezra 6-8; John 21 
 15: Ezra 9-10; Acts 1 
 16: Nehemiah 1-3; Acts 2:1-13 
 17: Nehemiah 4-6; Acts 2:14-47 
 18: Nehemiah 7-8; Acts 3 
 19: Nehemiah 9-11; Acts 4:1-22 
 20: Nehemiah 12-13; Acts 4:23-37 
 21: Esther 1-3; Acts 5:1-16 
 22: Esther 4-6; Acts 5:17-42 
 23: Esther 7-10; Acts 6 
 24: Job 1-3; Acts 7:1-19  
 25: Job 4-6; Acts 7:20-43 
 26: Job 7-9; Acts 7:44-60 
 27: Job 10-12; Acts 8:1-25 
 28: Job 13-15; Acts 8:26-40 
 29: Job 16-18; Acts 9:1-22 
 30: Job 19-20; Acts 9:23-43 
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��.�����3� The Sound Committee would like to remind the congregation 
about our Amplification devices for the Hearing Impaired. The devices are 
available for anyone who has difficulty hearing during worship service. The 
devices are very discreet. If you need this assistance on Sunday mornings, 
please see an Usher. The Usher and the Sound Technician will be sure to 
equip you with a device. 
�

 
Military Families Away 

From Home 
 

  *2nd LT Sydney Farrar, USMC 
("Chip")    

(grandson of Marion Wren) 
1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment  

Marine Air Ground Task Force 
Training Command  

Twentynine Palms, CA 
 

*Doug Sparrow will graduate 
from Basic Training at Fort  
Benning during Memorial  
Weekend.  Doug has been 

 recognized as the top Honor 
Graduate out of 220 soldiers!   
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CARNATION ORDER FORM 

 
I would like to purchase carnations to be used on Fathers’ Day, June 20.  The cost is $5.00 per carnation.  

 $3.00 from the sale of each carnation will be donated to the West Chatham Food Pantry.  
 

    DONOR______________________________________________________________________                                 
(EXACTLY AS YOU WISH IT LISTED IN THE BULLETIN) 

(please use an extra sheet if more than one carnation) 
 

   IN HONOR OF  ______________________________________________________________________ 

                    
 
   IN MEMORY OF    ___________________________________________________________________ 

            
Total number of carnations______ (Make check payable to First Methodist and designate “Carnation”)       

Deadline for ordering is 12 noon Tuesday, June 15.�  
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Please see the enclosed calendar insert.  
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